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DECISION NOTICE: NO FURTHER ACTION 
 
Councillor Bob Price (Oxford City Council) 
Case Reference 703/4/27 
 
1. ALLEGATION AND FUNCTION OF PANEL 
 

It is alleged that Councillor Bob Price (a member of Oxford City Council) 
failed to comply with the Members’ Code of Conduct.  The function of the 
Assessment Panel is to decide if allegations of breaches of the Members’ 
Code of Conduct merit investigation. 

 
2. SUMMARY OF COMPLAINT 
 
 It is alleged that Councillor Price failed to comply with the Members’ Code 

of Conduct because he held a prejudicial interest in the authority’s 
business at various meetings of the City Executive Board when decisions 
were taken regarding the future of the Temple Cowley Swimming Pool. 
The complainant alleged that the subject member should have declared 
the interest because the member’s employer, Oxford Brookes University, 
may wish to acquire the land the swimming pool occupies should it be put 
up for sale at any point in the future. 

 
These allegations could potentially engage the following sections/ 
paragraphs of the Members’ Code of Conduct: 

 
Paragraph 6a “You must not attempt to improperly confer an advantage 
on yourself or another” 
Section 2 – Rules concerning Councillors obligations to declare interests 

 
 



3. DECISION 
 
 In accordance with Section 57A(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 2000, 

as amended, the Assessment Panel of the Standards Committee decided 
to take no further action in respect of this complaint. 

 
The Panel was satisfied that the Councillor was both holding the office of 
Councillor and acting in his official capacity at the time of and in relation to 
the alleged conduct and that the Code of Conduct was therefore engaged. 

  
 Reasons for the decision 
 

The Panel carefully considered the circumstances giving rise to the 
complaint and concluded that there was no information provided to 
indicate that the land currently occupied by the pool was to be sold.  
Furthermore, the City Executive Board has not taken a decision to dispose 
of the land the pool currently occupies and the issue of future use for the 
site has not been considered. 
 
The Panel concluded that there is no established link between the future 
of land the Temple Cowley Swimming Pool occupies and Oxford Brookes 
University. 
 
The Panel noted that the member about whom the complaint had been 
made had declared his employment on his register of financial and other 
interests form.  

 
This decision notice is sent to the person or persons making the allegation 
and the member against whom the allegation was made. 

 
4. RIGHT OF REVIEW 
  

At the written request of the complainant, the Standards Committee can 
review and change a decision not to refer an allegation for investigation or 
other action. A different Panel to that involved in the original decision will 
undertake the review.  

 
A request for a review of this decision must be made in writing within 30 
days from the date of this notice, explaining in detail on what grounds the 
decision should be reviewed.  

 
If a request for a review is received, it will be dealt with within three 
months of receipt. We will write to all the parties mentioned above, 
notifying them of the outcome of any such review. 

 
 



 
5. ADDITIONAL HELP 
 

If you need additional support in relation to this or future contact with us, 
please let us know as soon as possible. If you have difficulty reading this 
notice we can make reasonable adjustments to assist you, in line with the 
requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act 2000. 

 
We can also help if English is not your first language. 

 
Please contact Alec Dubberley, Democratic Services Officer on 01865 
252402 or adubberley@oxford.gov.uk if you require any further 
assistance. 

 
 
 Signed  Chris Ballinger  Date 25 October 2010 
 
Chris Ballinger 
Chair of the Standards Committee Assessment Panel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Authority under which the decision is made 
 
The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 amends the 
Local Government Act 2000 which now provides for the local assessment of 
complaints that members of relevant authorities may have breached the Code of 
Conduct.  The Standards Committee (England) Regulations 2008 relate to the 
conduct of authority members and the requirements for dealing with this. 
 
The regulations set out a framework for the operation of a locally based system 
for the assessment, referral and investigation of complaints of misconduct by 
members of authorities.  They amend and re-enact existing provisions in both the 
Relevant Authorities (Standards Committees) Regulations 2000, as amended, 
and the Local Authorities (Code of Conduct) (Local Determination) Regulations 
2003 as amended. 
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